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The History of Carthage
The Battle of Carthage in 146 B.C., an act of Roman aggression, was prompted

by revent from earlier years as well as greed for farming lands that were rich.

This grisly standoff came as part of the Third Punic War, the last in a series of

notoriously violent clashes between the ancient Romans and the Phoenician city

of Carthage. In 149 B.C., a Roman army led by Scipio Aemilianus arrived in North

Africa intent on destroying Carthage once and for all. Met by 60-foot walls, the

Romans cordoned off the city, set up camp and laid siege.

The Carthaginians had prepared for the invasion by turning most of their city

into an armory and enlisting slaves and civilians into the military. According to

the ancient historian Appian, the women of Carthage even cut off their hair so it

could be used as rope for makeshift catapults. Faced with this level of resistance,

the Romans were held at bay for three long years. When they finally breached the

walls in 146 B.C., Scipio’s forces had to fight their way through the city streets

for six days and nights before defeating the Carthaginian resistance. By the time

the battle had ended, the 700-year old city of Carthage lay in ruins and its re-

maining 50,000 inhabitants had been sold into slavery. Scipio then ordered the
city burned and demolished.

Before the end of the battle, 900 survivors most of whom were Roman desert-

ers holed themselves up in a temple although it was under fire. After surrender

was negotiated, Scipio said it would be impossible to forgive some of the leaders

of the defectors, including Hasdrubal, a general. He was surrendering when his

wife allegedly, with her two children, insulted her husband and jumped into the

fire that the deserters had started. After that, the deserts also hurled themselves

into the flames. At that point Scipio began crying and recited a passage from

Homer’s Iliad that he applied to Carthage’s end:

A day will come when sacred Troy shall perish,
And Priam and his people shall be slain.

A colony would later be attempted there but it would fail until Julius Caesar

proposed re-building Carthage. Five years after his death it rose again.

Carthage would later be important in Christianity as Augustine of Hippo lived

there. Romans continued to influence Carthage through the Byzantine Empire

(before that it was the Easter Roman Empire) and it was held against attacks by

the Vandals. The Muslims defeated the Byzantines complete in 698 A.D. and de-

stroyed Carthage. The Byzantines were driven to Africa.
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